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MISSION STATEMENT: With God’s help we seek to share our love, fellowship, charity
and faith with all in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Be still and know that I am God
Psalm 46:10
STEWARDSHIP 2022
Our stewardship campaign will start October 17, 2021 end November 21, 2021.
Pledges need to be made by December 19, 2021
The theme for our campaign will be:
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The blue boxes and envelopes will be available on
Sunday October 3, 2021. Each day drop a coin in
your blue box for something you are thankful for.
You may also write a check and put in the envelope.
We will be blessing these offerings on Sunday
November 14, 2021. These funds provide grants,
some of which Diocese of Kansas parishes have
received.

The Blessing of Animals
A Community Service of Thanksgiving
Saturday Oct. 2nd at 1:00 pm at the Parsons Pet
Hospital by The Rev. Richard McCandless
Sunday Oct. 3rd at 2:00 p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal
Church, 1801 Corning, on the north lawn.by the
Rev. Sharon Billman Individual packaged drinks
and snacks will be provided.

Almighty and gracious God, author and giver of
every good and perfect gift: Enlist our hearts in
humble and steadfast gratitude to thee, that we may
be drawn ever closer to the hallowed source of all
good where there is complete fullness of joy,
through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.
Amen
All Saints’ Day
Halloween is October 31st and All Saints is
November 1st, which this year we will celebrate on
Sunday November 7th. The name Halloween means
All Hallows Eve, or All Saints Eve. It’s also widely
known that many popular Halloween costumes date
back to the pre-Christian Druids of Ireland and
Britain.
Halloween has been baptized. It has become All
Saints Eve in more than name alone. Both occasions
are concerned with the hope of life beyond the
grave, choosing the side of angels, and courage in a
scary universe. All Saints approaches these themes
with triumphant joy. Halloween deals with them
through mischievous humor. Blessed are those who
pass through the humor of Halloween to the joy of
All Saints’.
Children are the chief celebrants of Halloween.
Those of us who are adults serve as their acolytes.
And what do children do on Halloween? They dress
up in outlandish costumes and witness their peers
dressed up the same way. They walk through their
neighborhoods in the evening, enter houses made to
look frightful, they collect candy, and they return
home again. Behind the scary masks and costumes
are laughing children. Inside the frightful houses,
decorated with spider webs and candles, are
friendly, generous neighbors.

2021 Fall Ingathering for the United Thank
Offering Poster on the bulletin board by the office.
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purchased 2000 acres of land, and Issac T.
Goodnow, the Katy land commissioner.
Shortly after a mass exodus of blacks from
mostly east-central Texas came to Parsons. They
were hoping to escape poor economic conditions
and racial violence. Later, more arrived from share
cropper farms in Oklahoma and elsewhere seeking
work.
While not all blacks settled into the
southwest part of town, that is where the majority of
603 families settled. The area became known as the
Bottoms. Because blacks were still not allowed
inside white establishments at that time, the
Bottoms was its own little town inside the city of
Parsons, with 42 black businesses: grocery stores,
shoe shine parlors, bars, cafes, carpenters,
plumbers, barber and beauticians, repair shops,
funeral home, boarding houses, their own
newspaper and Douglass School, the all black
school. They also organized a Black American
Legion, Black Masonic Lodge, Black baseball and
softball, Black Boy and Girl Scouts, and dozens of
other clubs and organizations, and Seven black
churches. They could only attend the roller-skating
rink one day a week. They had to sit in the balcony
at the movie theater, and could only get a drink in a
plastic cup. People not operating businesses in the
Bottoms worked at variety of businesses, including
the railroad, and the Kansas Army Ammunition
Plant.
In 1881, when the population was near
6000, parks began to emerge; Forest Park was the
first, Marvel Park in 1884, and Glenwood Park in
1901. Later Glenwood Park became known as a
park for the Black community, and a swimming
pool was built there for the blacks in 1937.
Things started changing for the black
community when Brown vs. Board of Education
decision, in 1954, that outlawed racially segregated
schools. In 1955, many of the black students began
attending the white schools. When the Douglass
School was closed in 1958, all the rest of the black
students integrated into the white schools.
Over the following years, black families
began moving out of the Bottoms, the black
businesses began closing, and most of the black
organizations disappeared. It was during this time
that the white community began accepting the black

So the Halloween wisdom of children comes down
to this: There are monsters under the bed, but we
can face our fears, and by grace and struggle be set
free from them. The children have caught the
Gospel. Their hearts are filled with faith and fun.
The feast of All Saints’, with triumphant music,
splendid prayers, white hangings and vestments,
and everything else—is the sunny side of
Halloween. All Saints’ is joy, while Halloween is
the comedy.
Saints are people who aren’t afraid to live with both
the gruesome and glorious. They are not
embarrassed to struggle with the great division
between good and evil, life or death, heaven and
hell.
Children at Halloween recognize that beyond the
very real struggle, there is a world of delight, free
from fear’s control. The world is where the saints
dwell, both saints in heaven and saints on earth.
Perhaps you have known some saints. Perhaps you
know some now. Perhaps you are one of these
saints, dwelling, part of the time, in that world of
delight.
On All Saint’s Sunday we will remember those who
have gone before, and pray that we may follow
after.
From a sermon by the Rev. Charles Hoffacker.
HIGHWAY IS THE PATH - This is a project the
Bishop has asked each church, in their minster, to
do based on the past and the present of racial
injustices and discrimination.

The town of Parsons was incorporated in
March of 1871, named after Judge Levi Parsons,
who was president of the Land Grant Railroad and
Trust Company. Much of the railroad's business
was handled by Robert S. Stevens, the man most
responsible for the development of the city, who
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population into their businesses and organizations.
The businesses in the Bottoms are all gone today,
though a building or two remain. Some descendants
from the old neighborhood still live there, but most
have left or passed on. All that remains are a few
fond memories of the once active neighborhoods
called the Bottoms, where youths were born into a
changing world and were spurred by their parents to
become educated, move on and do better than their
parents. And many have done just that, thriving in
their chosen careers, some even becoming famous
musicians, artists and war heroes. Those legacies
linger on today, though generations have moved out
of the Bottoms, outward and upward, carrying
forward their family in a way that will hopefully
achieve their elders dreams for a better future.
Today, there are black policemen, blacks have
served on the city commission, some are involved
in the Lions club, Big Brothers & Big Sisters, and
Leadership Labette.
After the George Floyd murder, a Black
Lives Matter peaceful protest was held with
approximately 800 people attending, black and
white. Parsons is changing, relationships are being
built. However, many blacks feel they need more
advocates for policy change in Congress. There are
11, 500 lobbyists in Washington D.C. and only
about 400 advocate for black issues.

St, John's Episcopal Church
Vestry Meeting
August 9, 2021
Present: Carrie Tierney, Bess StoneBolinger,
Verlyn Bolinger, Karla Cox, Jupe Allen and Mother
Sharon.
Development:
Gospel Based Disciples included a reading from
Mark 9:42-50
Treasurer's Report:
Two months of transaction and budget reports were
reviewed due to not having a meeting in July. The
report was approved.
Old Business:
The new live-stream equipment should be installed
soon.
The Memorial Garden renovation total cost of
$3754.08. Which was within the budget.
The Minster Art project is progressing and expect a
completion by the September 15.

WHICH WAY AMERICA?

A Letter of Agreement with Deacon Ryan Willis has
been signed for a part time Curacy at St John’s. He
will come once a month on the first Sunday. He will
be paid $25 for expenses.

St. John's-Parsons

New Business:
Sunday School will move back downstairs this
week.
A discussion was held entertaining the possibility of
returning the Vestry to 7 members from the current
number of 5. The discussion will continue next
month and if approved by the vestry will need to be
ratified at the Annual Meeting in January.
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Stewardship: Karla is seeking themes for this year’s
Stewardship Campaign.

A pulpit exchange where priests from the
other churches in the SE Convocation would
change places with our priest on a given
Sunday was offered for discussion. The
response was tepid at best.

Planned Giving: No report.
Buildings & Grounds: Painting the chapel is on hold
for now.

The annual picnic will be held on September
19 at 10 am. Whether or not we can have
food due to Covid protocols remains in
question.

Endowment: July 31 balance was $121,127.00
ECW: No report.

The PMA sponsored Worship in the Park is
September 19 at 5:30 pm. St John’s is going
to provide 3 cases of water for the event.

Next meeting, Tuesday September 21, 2021 at 5:30.

A thank you note was received from Good
Samaritan Society for goody bags delivered
earlier.

Respectfully submitted,

A prayer by Mother Sharon concluded the meeting.

Jupe Allen
Clerk

Assessment:
Sharing: No report.
Minutes from the June 14 meeting were approved.
Vicar’s Report: Plans to attend the Torcher Lecture
in September.

Treasurer Report
Verlyn W. Bolinger Jr.

Wardens:
Senior: No report.
Junior: No report.

Treasurer of St. John’s Episcopal Church

Discernment:
Worship & Music: Plan to use the booklet used
previously for the service for the Annual Picnic.

Prayer List
Teresa, Jim, Mary, Harry, Gina, Gloria, Ethan, Jim,
Janie, Kelly, Wuanita, Jeffrey, Boo, Jane, Regina,
Bretten, Richard, Carolyn, Lynn, Dwayne, Doris,
Alan, Kay, Lorrie, Addlee, Jon, Josh, Vickie, Ron,
Randy, Janet, Rita, Bridget, Tommey, Keyandria,
Bill, William, Debra Lynn, Molly, Frank, LaDonna,
Laura, David, Nicky, Jackie, LaVena, John &
family, Special needs children their families and
caregivers, Les, Mark, Kay, Priscilla, Jennifer,
Becky, Jaden, those with and those recovering
from Covid-19 and their families, churches in the

Outreach: Snack packing will commence September
5. Head Start begins September7.
Evangelism: No report.
Communications: No report.
Education: Children's: No report.
Adult: No report.
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Southeast Convocation in their call to mission, all
clergy in the Southeast Convocation especially,
Dick, and David, BKSM students, dispatchers and
first responders, the men & women serving our
country here and abroad, and those who have
served.

Please send Articles for The Good News to Senta
Meister, sentabradmeister@aol.com or St. John’s
Episcopal Church, PO Box 882, Parsons, KS 67357.

Those who have died:
Fr. Gary Kennedy

October Birthdays
1 Bess Stone-Bolinger
5 Patty Vernacchia
6 Anna Baker
8 Syrus Clairmont
13 Jennifer Fedorston
14 Sharon Billman
21 Daria Condon
23 Tommey McLarty
23 Jill Chambers
26 Heidi Daley
31 Ivan Crow

October Anniversaries:
4 Tom & Wuanita Tanner
4 Paul & Patricia Chrisman
19 Tim & Teresa Downum
27 Brian & Anna Baker
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
OCTOBER 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

Mother’s day
off

3 The Nineteenth Sunday
after Pentecost

4

5

6

11
Vestry meeting
5:30 pm

12

13

Holy Communion and Sunday
School 9:30 am

17 The Twenty-first
Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion & Sunday
School 9:30 am
Stewardship Campaign begins
24 The Twenty-second
Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Communion and Sunday
School 9:30 am
31 The Twenty-third Sunday
after Pentecost
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9

Mother in office 1- Mother’s day
5 pm
off

Holy Communion & Sunday
School 9:30 am
Blessing of the Animals 2 pm

10 The Twentieth Sunday
after Pentecost

7

14

15

Mother in office 3 to
5 pm

Mother’s day
off

16

Mother at PMA 1-3
pm

18

19

20

21

22

Mother in office 1- Mother’s day
5 pm
off

Newsletter
Deadline

Worship & Music
meeting 5:30 pm.

25

26

27

28

29

Mother in office 1- Mother’s day
5 pm
off

Morning Prayer 9:30 am
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23
Diocesan
Convention in
person and via
Zoom 8:30 am4 pm

30

St. John’s October 2021 Schedule
10/3/2021

10/10/2021

10/17/2021

10/24/2021

10/31/2021

Mother Sharon

Mother Sharon

Mother Sharon

Mother Sharon

Martha Stone

Prayers of the
People

Alice Miller

Verlyn Bolinger

Jupe Allen

Daria Condon

Candy
Scarborough

Lector

Alice Miller

Verlyn Bolinger

Jupe Allen

Daria Condon

Candy
Scarborough

Acolytes

Karla Cox

Verlyn Bolinger

Alex Meister

Sidni Meister

Tim Downum

Greeters

Tom Tanner &
David
Bamberger

Frank & Patty
Vernacchia

Candy
Scarborough

LT & Carrie
Tierney

Alice Miller

Officiant

Counters

Vestry

Altar Guild

Bess Stone-Bolinger
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