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Good News from St. John’s 

March 2021 
 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church                                                                                     620-421-4540                                                                                   
313 S. 18th St.—PO Box 882                                                                                      www.StJohnsParsons.org 
Parsons, KS 67357 

 
MISSION STATEMENT: With God’s help we seek to share our love, fellowship, charity 
and faith with all in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

 
THE SEASON OF LENT-2021 

 

The Lenten Wreath of Thorns. 

On Ash Wednesday all the candles on the wreath were lit and all extinguished at the end of the service. However, on 

the first Sunday in Lent, and each Sunday thereafter, one of the four purple candles, and the rose candle will be 

extinguished each week. The Red candle will be extinguished on Palm Sunday and the white candle extinguished on 

Good Friday. The wreath’s growing darkness signifies the sacrifice our Lord made for each of us and focuses our 

personal and spiritual preparation during the Season of Lent. 

 

Other Wood Lenten items. 

A wood processional cross with a crown of thorns, wood altar and office candle holders, and wood altar book stand, 

to help convey the season of lent in a more profound way. 

 

What is Lent? 

Lent is marked by a time of prayer and preparation to celebrate Easter. Since Sundays celebrate the resurrection of 

Jesus, the six Sundays that occur during Lent are not counted as part of the 40 days of Lent, and are referred to as 

Sundays in Lent. The number 40 is connected with many biblical events, but especially with the 40 days Jesus spent 

in the wilderness preparing for his ministry by facing the temptations that could lead him to abandon his mission and 

calling. Christians today use this period of time for introspection, self-examination, and repentance. It is really a 

preparation to celebrate God’s marvelous redemption at Easter, and the resurrected life that we live, and hope for, as 

Christians. 

 

What are the Colors you will see during Lent? 

The color used for most of Lent is purple, a color that symbolizes the pain and suffering leading up to the crucifixion 

of Jesus as well as the suffering of humanity and the world under sin. On the fourth Sunday in Lent to color changes 

to rose. But purple is also the color of royalty, and so anticipates through the suffering and death of Jesus the coming 

resurrection and hope of newness that will be celebrated in the Resurrection on Easter. Rose is a symbol of joy at the 

mid point in Lent. 

 

The color changes to Red for Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday, representing the color of the church and 

Pentecost, but also remembering the martyrs of the church. Since it symbolizes shed blood, it is used on Palm 

Sunday to symbolize the death of Jesus. 

The color changes to black for Good Friday as we extinguish the final Lenten candle symbolizing that Christ has 

died.  

 

Adult Formation Ministry Team 

Martha Stone 

Mother Sharon 

 

http://www.stjohnsparsons.org/
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Meaning and Purpose of the Lenten Wreath 

For several years we have used a Lenten Wreath, 

surrounded by a Crown of thorns, with various 

colored candles. Our wreath contains seven (7) 

candles; four purple, one rose, one red, and one 

white. 

 

On Ash Wednesday all candles on the Lenten 

Wreath are lit and extinguished at the end of the 

service. All candles will be lit on the First Sunday 

in Lent, prior to the beginning of the service, and 

then after the opening collect a candle will be 

extinguished each week, with the final white candle 

extinguished on Good Friday. Each week as a 

candle is extinguished the light will slowly fade into 

darkness. 

 

Through this fading into darkness we are retelling 

the story of Jesus’ betrayal and suffering and death. 

We do this not to be morbid, but because in the 

story of Jesus’ death and resurrection, God is 

revealed—in the amazing transformation of death 

into life, in endings transformed into beginnings, 

and in dead-ends that become a source for new 

possibilities. 

 

Beginning at the Easter Vigil, all of the candles will 

be relit (which are now white), signifying the Light 

of the world, which darkness cannot extinguish.  

 

May the Lenten Wreath help you through your 

Lenten journey until you hear CHRIST IS RISEN! 

 

Adult Education Ministry Team 

Martha Stone, Coordinator 

Mother Sharon 

 

MEANING OF THE FOOT WASHING 

RITUAL ON MAUNDY THURSDAY 

This service is more than merely the washing of 

feet. It was an act of hospitality performed in the 

ancient Near East when a guest entered a house. 

The early church practiced foot washing to follow 

Jesus’ example of humble service. 

 

I realize many of you may have some uneasy 

feelings about having your feet washed. I am going 

to try to put those uneasy feelings to rest for you. 

When Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, Peter refused 

this gift. Peter, like us, didn’t feel comfortable in 

being served in this way. Peter didn’t want Jesus to 

enter his world as a humble servant. For Jesus, 

however, this entry is at the heart of fellowship: 

“Unless I wash you, you have no share in me.” No 

foot washing, no communion. Once he understands 

what’s going on, Peter wants Jesus to wash 

everything—if that’s what it takes to be in 

communion with Him.   

 

The foot washing ritual connects us with the 

forgiveness and the life Christ gives us through the 

Cross. It creates in us a discipleship shaped by 

Christ’s humility. It is important to realize that the 

foot washing is the last message Jesus was to give 

to the disciples before he left them. He is telling 

them how the church is to act in the world when 

you wash feet.  

 

His loving us has more to do than the humble act of 

washing feet. Washing another’s feet means giving 

up oneself for another. Jesus washing his disciples’ 

feet anticipates and foreshadows his dying for them 

on the cross, and the meaning of the foot washing 

can only be grasped in hindsight, after the 

crucifixion.  

 

The water that flows over the disciples’ feet, and 

over our feet, is linked to the water that pours out of 

his pierced side. And it is that water that will be 

poured over your feet. That water, the water of 

God’s emptying, sacrificial love that will be poured 

over your brother’s and sister’s feet. 

 

Due to Covid-19, I will pour the water over your 

foot, but you will be drying your foot. 

  

May the Holy Spirit guide you in making your 

decision. 

 

Mother Sharon 
 

WHY DO WE CALL IT GOOD FRIDAY? 

Calling the day of the Crucifixion ‘Good’ Friday is 

hard to understand for some. The church has always 

understood that the day commemorated on Good 

Friday was anything but happy. Sadness, mourning, 
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fasting, and prayer have been its focus since the 

early centuries of the church. 

 

Yes, despite—indeed because of—its sadness, 

Good Friday is truly good. Its sorrow is a godly 

sorrow. Why? Because such godly sorrow “brings 

repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no 

regret” (2 Cor. 7:10). 

 

This commemoration of Christ’s death reminds us 

of the human sin that caused this death. And we see 

again that salvation comes only through godly 

sorrow—both God’s and, in repentance, ours. To 

pursue happiness, we first must experience sorrow. 

 

At the same time, of course, Good Friday recalls for 

us the greatness and wonder of God’s love—that he 

should submit to death for us. 

 

Good Friday has always challenged merely human 

goodness. Its sad commemoration reminds us that in 

the face of sin, our goodness avails nothing. Only 

one is good enough to save us. That He did so is 

cause indeed for celebration. 

 

May everyone come to know, “Why we call today 

Good Friday.” 

 

Mother Sharon 
 

The Sacra Triduum-What is it? 

The most solemn and joyful celebration of the 

Christian calendar is the period from Maundy 

Thursday through Holy Saturday. Worship services 

on these days are considered to be parts of a single 

extended liturgical event called the Triduum (Latin 

for “Three Days”). 

 

What is Maundy Thursday? The first part of the 

Triduum begins on the evening of Maundy 

Thursday, during which Christians recall the events 

that took place the night Jesus was betrayed. Some 

congregations reenact the foot-washing ritual on 

this evening. However, the true climax of Maundy 

Thursday worship is the celebration of the Lord’s 

Supper. Bread and wine will be reserved for the 

Good Friday service. After the service has ended, 

the stripping of the altar takes place. This ancient 

ritual is a powerful and dramatic reenactment of the 

Lord’s humiliation at the hands of the Roman 

soldiers. The altar, left bare or covered only with a 

black cloth, is transformed from the communion 

table of Maundy Thursday into the tomb slab of 

Good Friday. 

After this service ends, many worshippers will sit 

before the reserved sacrament until midnight in half 

hour intervals. 

 

What is Good Friday? Good Friday, the second day 

of the Triduum, is the solemn remembrance of 

Jesus’ death on the cross. Music on this day is 

minimized. The altar is still covered in black. A 

wooden cross is brought in and leaned against the 

altar. Worshippers can offer a sign of adoration 

such as bowing, or kneeling in front of the cross. 

Holy Communion is provided from the Reserved 

Sacrament from Maundy Thursday. In spite of the 

solemnity of Good Friday worship, it is not a 

funeral service for Jesus. It is rather a time of quiet 

and serious contemplation on His great saving 

work. 

 

What is the Great Vigil of Easter? The third and 

final day of the Triduum is Holy Saturday, known 

as the Great Vigil. The Great Vigil was for many 

centuries the most important festival of the entire 

church year. The Great Vigil is made up of four 

separate but connected worship services. The first is 

the Service of Light. The congregation gathers in 

darkness and is given unlighted candles. The 

presider lights the paschal candle, a large white 

candle symbolizing the presence of the risen Lord. 

As the paschal candle is carried up the aisle, 

worshippers then light their candles from this 

candle. The paschal candle is placed in its stand 

near the altar and then the Exsultet is read. When 

that is finished the worshippers extinguish their 

candles and the Service of Light concludes. 

 

The Vigil continues with the Service of Readings. 

Several portions of the Old Testament are read that 

tell of God’s wonderful acts of deliverance in the 

history of Israel. A responsorial psalm and brief 

prayer follow each reading. 
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The Service of Baptism is the third part of the Great 

Vigil if there is going to be a baptism. The liturgy 

begins as the candle bearer carries the paschal 

candle and places it near the baptismal font. 

Candidates for baptism with their families and 

sponsors gather around the font to be baptized. This 

year there are no Baptisms. 

 

The climax of the Great Vigil is the Service of Holy 

Communion. The presider greets the congregation 

with the ancient greeting: Alleluia! Christ is Risen! 

The congregation replies: The Lord is Risen indeed! 

Alleluia! All join in singing the Gloria in Excelsis, a 

hymn that has not been sung since the Last Sunday 

after the Epiphany. 

 

The Great Vigil is the richest and most powerful 

liturgy of the Christian year. It and the other Holy 

Week festivals are wonderful and unique services 

that gather God’s people together to celebrate the 

great paschal mystery—Jesus Christ’s passage from 

death to life for our salvation. I pray that all of you 

will make an effort to attend all of these Holy Week 

services as we journey with Jesus Christ to His 

death and resurrection. 

 

Please make an effort to be part of our Lord's last 

days and resurrection. 

 

Mother Sharon 

 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Vestry Meeting 

January 11, 2021 

 

Present: Verlyn Bolinger, Martha Stone, Dennis 

Condon, Jupe Allen and Mother 

Sharon. 

Absent: Karla Cox. 

Development: 

Gospel Based Disciples included and reading from 

Mark 1:1-13. 

Treasurer's Report: 

The transaction and budget reports were reviewed. 

The report was approved. 

Old Business: 

At the time of the meeting we have a total of 19 

pledges promising to give $49,584. More 

pledges are expected. 

The Nominating Committee has submitted a list of 

3 candidates for the two Vestry positions to 

be vacant: Candy Scarborough, Bess StoneBolinger 

and Carrie Tierney. 

Candidates for Delegate and Alternate to 

Convocation and Convention are Martha Stone 

and Verlyn Bolinger. They are running unopposed. 

Tommy McLarty is running unopposed for 

Endowment Board. 

We now have 5 people who can run the box and 4 

people to run the camera. 

We purchased a gently used Canon copier from 

McCarty's Office Supply for $2100. It was paid 

for out of the Building and Grounds budget. 

The In-Person Christmas Eve service had 24 people 

in attendance with communion in one kind. 

Mother Sharon signed a Letter of Agreement to 

remain our Vicar for one more year. Verlyn also 

signed as Senior Warden. We await the signature of 

the Bishop to finalize. 

New Business: 

The Epiphany service was live-streamed and the 

Epiphany Party Boxes were well received. 

A new live-stream video and audio system was 

discussed. A follow up with a list of necessary 

components and prices will follow. 

The Annual Meeting will be held January 31 and 

will be held by Zoom. Voting will be done 

with mail-in ballots. The clerk will prepare and send 

to all eligible members this week. 

This follows a directive from the Bishop. The 

meeting will necessarily be streamlined to 

just the essentials to conform to the Diocesan 

meeting protocol. The departure from 

normal was approved. 

Individual reports are due no later than January 25 

to allow time for inclusion in the 

Annual Report prior to distribution. 

The 2021 Budget was developed and approved. 

Dennis and Martha are participating in their final 

Vestry Meeting. They were thanked for their 

service with a round of applause. 

Assessment: 

Minutes from the December 14 meeting were 

approved. 
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Vicar’s Report: No report. 

Wardens: 

Senior: No report. 

Junior: No report. 

Discernment: 

Worship & Music: Noted that Martha has been 

compiling the weekly service folder. Ash 

Wednesday service will be discussed when the 

Bishop decides the format. 

Outreach: No report. 

Evangelism: The Epiphany boxes were a big 

success at Epiphany. Especially the cupcakes. 

Communications: No report. 

Education: Children's: No report. 

Adult: No report. 

Stewardship: The Tree of Life charms have arrived 

and will be distributed upon Karla's return 

Planned Giving: No report. 

Buildings & Grounds: No report. 

Endowment: $123,056.22 is the balance on 

December 31. 

ECW: No report. 

Next meeting, February 8, 2021 

A prayer by Mother Sharon concluded the meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jupe Allen 

Clerk 

Treasurer’s Report  
 

Thank you all for your continued support of St. John’s. 

 

Verlyn W. Bolinger Jr. 

Treasurer of St. John’s Episcopal Church 
 

 

Prayer List  

 

Teresa, Jim, Mary, Harry, Gina, Gloria, Ethan, Jim, 

Janie, Kelly, Wuanita, Jeffrey, Boo, Jane, John & 

family, Regina, Doug, Gale, Valerie, Janice, Ava & 

Zoe, Bretton, Richard, Robin, Bob, Lynn, Carolyn, 

Lynn, Dwayne, Doris, Breklyn, Casey, Cayla, 

Randall, Dominic, Jaylyn, Joe, Marla, Alan, Kay, 

Leslie, Lorrie, Tina, Addlee,  Randy, Jon, Tara, 

Josh, Vickie, Ron, Sharon, Daniel, Denise, Lisa, 

Jennifer and family, Janet, Scott, Lillian, Aaron & 

family, Andrew, Thompson family, Hanson & 

Loffer families, Bremer family, LuAnn, Mary, 

Mother Ann, Lu, Rita, Levina, Bridget, Jim, Darren, 

those with the coronavirus and their families, 

healthcare workers, scientists and researchers, 

teachers, staff, students and parents, Bishop 

Cathleen and her family, churches in the Southeast 

Convocation in their call to mission, the Southeast 

minster project, all Southeast Convocation clergy 

especially Gary, Dick, and David, BKSM students, 

dispatchers and 1st responders, the men and women 

serving our country here and abroad, and those who 

have served, and those persecuted for their faith in 

the Sudan. 
 

Those who have died:  

Those from the coronavirus 

 

 

March Birthdays  

14 Barbara Cunningham 

15 Zoe Tierney 

15 April O’Banion 

16 Alice Miller 

25 Tim Downum 

28 Whitney Kephart 

 

 

March Anniversaries:  
 

16 Jupe & Debbie Allen 

 

 

Please send Articles for The Good News to Senta 

Meister, sentabradmeister@aol.com or St. John’s 

Episcopal Church, PO Box 882, Parsons, KS 67357. 

mailto:sentabradmeister@aol.com
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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
MARCH  2021 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

1 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

2 
 
 

3 
Lent Service 6 pm 
 
 

 

 

4 
 

 
 

5 
Mother’s day 
off 
 

 

6 
 

7 The Third Sunday in 

Lend 
Holy Communion and Sunday 

School 9:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

8 
Vestry Meeting 

5:30 pm 

 

 

9 

 

10 

Lent Service 6 pm 
 
 

 

11 
 

 

 
 

12 
Mother’s day 
off 
 

13 
 

14 The Fourth Sunday in 

Lent 
Holy Communion and Sunday 

School 9:30 am 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

Newsletter 

Deadline 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

16 
 

17 

Lent Service 6 pm 
 

18 
 

 

 
 

 

19 
Mother’s day 

off 
 

20 

 

21 The Fifth Sunday in 

Lent 
Holy Communion and Sunday 

School 9:30 am 

 

 

 
 

 

 

22 
 

 
 
 

23 
 
 

 
 

24 
Lent Service 6 pm 

 
 

 

25 
Worship & Music 

5:30 pm 
 

 
 
 
 

26 
Mother’s day 

off 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 

28 Palm Sunday 
Liturgy of the Palms 9:30 am 

Holy Communion 
 

29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

30 
 

 
 
 
 

31 
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 St. John’s March 2021 Schedule 
 

 
 

 
03/07/2021 

 
03/14/2021 03/21/2021  03/28/2021 

Officiant Mother Sharon Mother Sharon Mother Sharon  Mother Sharon 

Eucharistic 

Minister      

Lector & 

Prayers of 

People Alice Miller Jupe Allen Daria Condon  Candy Scarborough 

Acolytes      

Eucharistic/ 

Pastoral 

Visitor None None None  None 

Soloist l Ivan Crow 
Bess Stone-

Bolinger Ivan  
Bess Stone-

Bolinger 

Greeters 

Tom Tanner & 
David Bamberger Tierney Family 

Frank & Patti 
Vernacchia  Jupe Allen 

Coffee Hour None None None  None 

Counters Vestry  

Altar Guild  
 

 

 


